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Dr.  Randall  J.  Webb,  President 
Northwestern  State  University 


Dear  Alumni, 

During  this  academic  year,  the  Louisiana  Scholars' 
College  at  NSU  is  celebrating  its  10th  anniversary.  Over 
the  last  decade,  the  Scholars'  College  has  established 
itself  as  an  outstanding  academic  program  drawing 
bright,  intellectually  curious  students  to  the  University. 

Founded  in  1987  as  the  state's  designated  honors  pro- 
gram in  the  liberal  arts,  the  Scholars'  College  has  re- 
ceived glowing  praise  from  outside  evaluators  who  have 
examined  it.  After  closely  observing  students  and  fac- 
ulty, James  E.  Thomas,  Professor  of  Religion  and  Phi- 
losophy at  Marlboro  College  in  Marlboro,  Vermont  wrote, 
"There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  Scholars'  College 
represents  education  at  its  best  and  surely  constitutes 
one  of  the  best  bargains  in  American  education  today" 

This  positive  view  of  the  Scholars'  College  could  not 
have  come  without  the  work  of  its  dedicated  faculty.  The 
instructors  in  the  Scholars'  College  are  just  like  all  of 
our  Northwestern  faculty  in  that  they  get  to  know  their 
students.  Faculty  members  put  in  long  hours  preparing 
for  classes  and  working  with  students  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  Their  contact  with  students  does  not  end  with 
graduation.  They  remain  in  close  contact  with  their  former 
students  for  many  years  and  are  ailways  available  to  write 
a  letter  of  recommendation  or  proNnde  counsel. 

Scholars'  College  students  and  faculty  have  always 
been  active  in  University  committees,  service  organiza- 
tions and  extracurricul£tr  activities.  Its  students  are  ac- 
tive in  the  Student  Government  Association,  Current 
Sauce  and  as  members  of  athletic  teams. 

If  you  have  a  relative  or  friend  who  may  be  interested  in 
attending  the  Scholars'  College,  give  them  a  call  at  1-800- 
838-2208  to  receive  more  information  about  this  outstand- 
ing program  that  all  of  Louisiana  can  be  proud  of 

Thanks  again  for  your  support  of  Northwestern. 


Steve  Horton,  Director 
Alumni  Affairs 


Fellow  Graduates  amd  Friends, 

Often  we  hear  the  phrase,  "You've  got  big  shoes  to  fill." 

That  is  a  major  understatement.  And  I  figured  that 
out  the  day  I  sat  behind  Elise  James'  desk  for  the  first 
time  and  called  it  my  own. 

I've  enjoyed  the  past  two  months  in  what  is  a  major 
career  move  for  me,  having  been  in  the  college  classroom 
for  nearly  10  years.  Mainly  I  have  spent  the  time  famil- 
iarizing myself  as  to  what  I'm  here  to  do — to  provide  a 
bridge  between  you,  our  graduates,  and  the  university 
itself.  That's  an  important,  j'et  complicated  task,  and  I 
need  your  help  to  keep  that  relationship  strong. 

Your  Alumni  Association  has  been  active  this  winter. 
Recently  the  Association  hosted  a  party  in  San  Antonio 
as  part  of  the  Texas  Music  Educators  Association  confer- 
ence, and  over  200  alumni  in  various  music-related  fields 
attended.  Graduates  of  the  Student  Personnel  Ser\aces 
held  an  alumni  picnic  on  the  grounds  of  the  Alumni  Cen- 
ter in  early  March  and  were  pleased  to  see  graduates 
spanning  a  20-year  period.  Sabine  Parish  alumni  hon- 
ored fall  1998  scholarship  recipients  at  its  annual  gath- 
ering in  Many.  Also,  the  Caddo/Bossier  alumni  chapter 
will  award  a  leadership  scholarship  to  an  incoming  North- 
western freshman  as  part  of  its  annual  crawfish  boil  this 
April.  The  list  of  activities  go  on  and  on,  and  as  you  read 
this  issue  of  the  Columns  you  may  think  of  something 
else  we  could  be  doing.  Please  let  us  know! 

Probably  the  major  highlight  of  the  semester  for  our 
office  will  be  honoring  the  Class  of  1948  as  our  "Golden 
Jubilee"  class  at  the  spring  commencement  exercises  in 
early  May.  Nearly  100  graduates  have  been  in\ated  back 
"home"  to  celebrate  their  anniversary'  along  with  the  600-(- 
spring  1998  graduates  who  become  then  one  of  the  nearly 
80,000  graduates  of  Louisiana  State  Normal  School, 
Northwestern  State  College,  and  now  Northwestern  State 
University. 

Look  forward  to  several  alumni  events  planned  for 
you  during  the  next  year,  and  continue  to  support  your 
Alma  Mater,  whether  it  be  a  phone  call  to  a  potential 
Northwestern  student,  a  comment  in  passing  to  a  friend, 
or  personallj'  getting  involved  with  the  University.  Con- 
tact us  if  you  need  anything.  We're  here  for  you! 

I  look  forwEird  to  working  with  and  for  each  of  you. 


About  the  cover:  Steve  Evans,  a  junior  journalism  major  from  Waskom,  TX,  and  NSU  Photographer  Gary  Hardamon, 
combined  their  talents  in  creating  the  cover  illustration  for  the  Louisiana  Scholars'  College  10th  anniversary  story 
which  appears  on  page  3.  Evans  works  as  a  student  photographer  for  the  Current  Sauce  and  Potpourri  under  Hardamon's 
supervision.  LSC  students  seated  from  left  to  right  are  Jocelyn  Stewart  a  junior  from  Marice,  Kieran  A.  Cahalan,  a 
senior  from  New  Orleans,  Thien-Kim  Lam,  a  junior  from  Baton  Rouge,  LSC  faculty  member  Dr.  Nadya  Keller  (standing). 
Chuck  Bradford,  a  senior  from  011a,  and  Wilham  Broussard,  a  sophomore  from  Crowley. 
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small  group  of  students  and  a  faculty  member  are  in  deep  discussion 
over  a  work  by  Plato,  Dante  or  Shakespeare.  And  the  faculty 
member  is  not  controlling  the  discussion  but  is  part  of  it,  making  sure  the  students 
are  on  track  but  not  telling  them  what  to  think.  This  class  isn't  an  upper  level 
undergraduate  or  graduate  course,  but  a  typical  class  in  the  Louisiana  Scholars' 
College  at  Northwestern  State  University. 

The  Scholars'  College  is  celebrating  its  10th  anniversary  as  the  state's 
designated  honors  college  in  the  liberal  arts.  Students  study  a  common  curriculum 
that  includes  a  series  of  seminars  devoted  to  great  works  and  significant  ideas 
that  have  shaped  the  world.  They  can  choose  an  individualized  plan  of  study  in 
one  of  three  concentration  areas,  humanities  and  social  thought,  scientific  inquiry 
or  fine  and  performing  arts,  or  choose  a  major  in  one  of  18  areas. 

"The  Scholars'  College  offers  a  unique  opportunity  for  highly  motivated  students 
to  take  charge  of  their  undergraduate  education  and  develop  a  program  that 
helps  them  meet  their  academic  goals,"  said  Margaret  Cochran,  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Scholars'  College.  "The  close-knit  atmosphere  of  the  College  is  more 
like  a  private  school  or  a  graduate  program  than  a  college  within  a  moderate- 
sized  public  university.  Each  student  receives  individual  attention.  The  primary 
responsibilities  of  our  faculty  he  within  the  College,  unlike  many  honors  programs, 
which  have  no  permanent  faculty  who  can  follow  a  student  for  four  years  as  they 
progress." 

Most  of  the  classes  have  12-15  students  and  are  seminar  classes  which 
emphasize  discussion  among  students  instead  of  an  instructor's  lecture.  Many 
of  the  classes  are  interdisciplinary,  taking  in  literature,  science,  history, 
philosophy,  art  and  other  subjects  within  the  framework  of  the  class.  Courses 
are  often  team  taught  with  up  to  six  faculty  teaching  one  class  during  a 
semester. 

"It's  a  different  approach  as  opposed  to  classes  in  the  university," 
said  Professor  of  Philosophy  Fraser  Snowden,  a  member  of  the 
Scholars'  College  faculty  since  1989.  "The  courses  are  based  on  the 
Great  Books  and  we  emphasize  the  primary  texts  instead  of  another 
person's  interpretation  of  the  text.  The  instructor  is  just  one  of  the 
readers.  We  are  all  trying  to  get  at  what  the  writer  is  trying  to  say. 

"We  cross  over  the  disciplinary  boundaries  and  try  to  figure  out 
how  all  classes  are  related.  We  also  try  to  determine  how  the  classes 
are  related  to  life  outside  the  classroom.  That's  why  a  good  liberal 
arts  education  is  of  great  value." 

The  Scholars'  College  is  a  selective  admissions  program.  Students 
are  admitted  based  on  factors  including  standardized  test  scores, 
high  school  transcripts,  academic  honors,  extracurricular 
achievements  and  letters  of  recommendation. 


"The  Scholars' College 
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—  Margaret  Cochran 
LSC  director 
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"There  is  a  wealth  of  knowledge  to  draw  on  here,"  said 
senior  Greg  Romero  of  Greenwell  Springs,  who  is  in  the 
fine  and  performing  arts  concentration  area.  "I  didn't  want 
to  be  lectured  to.  I  wanted  a  more  hands-on  method  of 
learning.  You  have  a  chance  to  read  the  texts  and  discuss 
them  fully.  It's  a  dynamic  way  of  learning." 

Romero  is  active  in  the  NSU  Theatre  and  plans  to  be 
an  actor  after  earning  his  degree. 

"As  an  actor,  I  want  to  take  in  as  much  knowledge  as  I 
can  and  experience  different  ways  of  thinking,"  he  said. 
"In  the  Scholars'  College,  I  get  different  perspectives  on 
ideas  and  am  exposed  to  different  thinkers  and  movements 
that  better  prepare  me." 

Snowden  says  the  seminar  classes  and  approaches  used 
in  the  Scholars'  College  are  not  neccessarily  better,  just 
different. 

"Lecture  courses  are  not  intrinsically  inferior.  We  just 
use  a  different  method  that  suits  the  students  here.  Some 
students  prefer  a  lecture  course  and  learn  better  that  way," 
he  said.  "Our  students  learn  to  read  primary  texts 
critically.  They  also  write  a  great  deal.  They  prepare  more 
essays  and  do  in-depth  research  papers  that  help  them  in 
many  different  ways  after  they  leave  the  Scholars' 
College." 

According  to  Snowden,  the  seminar  style  of  learning  is 
also  good  for  the  faculty. 

"You  have  to  do  an  enormous  amount  of  reading  outside 
your  field,"  he  said.  "Most  philosophy  professors  aren't 
reading  the  Bible,  Shakespeare,  Martin  Luther  or  Dante 
for  their  classes.  Teaching  here  has  forced  me  to  stretch." 

Another  feature  of  the  Scholars'  College  is  the  flexibility 
of  the  curriculum.  Juniors  in  consultation  with  faculty 
select  the  topic  for  a  two-semester  senior  colloquium. 
Periodically,  students  suggest  specialized  subjects  that  can 
be  developed  into  a  course.  These  classes  must  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  university's  Curriculum  Review 
Committee  to  be  taught. 

"We  are  responsive  to  the  students'  interest,"  said 
Snowden.  "Some  students  came  to  me  and  suggested  that 
I  teach  a  class  on  (psychologist)  Carl  Jung.  I  had  read 
him  but  1  had  to  do  a  lot  of  reading  to  prepare." 

Freshman  in  the  Scholars'  College  live  in  Boozman  Hall 
where  students  hold  occasional  seminars,  study  sessions 
and  informal  meetings  with  faculty. 

"You  not  only  study  with  your  classmates,  but  you  live 
with  them.  That  fits  in  with  the  whole  ideal  of  a  living/ 
learning  environment,"  said  Romero.  "A  bond  is  created 
before  the  first  class  is  started  that  remains." 


Romero  has  left  Boozman  but  fondly 
remembers  the  environment. 

"It  was  a  place  with  a  lot  of 
intellectually  curious  people  together  in 
one  place,"  he  said.  "People  were  always 
bouncing  ideas  off  each  other.  The  dorm 
was  just  like  an  extension  of  the  seminar 
classes." 

Scholars'  College  seniors  must  write  a 
senior  thesis  before  graduating.  The 
thesis  is  a  substantial  work  of  scholarship, 
criticism,  scientific  research  or  artistic 
execution. 

"The  thesis  serves  as  a  capstone  to  the 
Scholars'  experience  and  becomes  an 
important  part  of  the  student's  portfolio," 
said  Cochran.  "This  individual  project  lets 
the  senior  explore  a  subject  in  depth.  Each 
student  produces  an  extended  document 
demonstrating  his  or  her  abilities  as  a 
researcher,  writer,  and  specialist  in  an 
academic  field.  The  thesis  may  also  help 
a  student  decide  to  attend  graduate 
school." 

After  a  decade,  the  Scholars'  College  is  starting  to 
make  inroads  around  Louisiana  and  the  region.  Students 
have  won  prestigious  awards,  including  the  Younger 
Fellowship  awarded  by  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities.  They  have  also  gained  admittance  to 
prestigious  law  schools  such  as  Boston  University  and 
NYU.  More  than  two-thirds  of  those  who  earn  degrees 
go  on  to  graduate  or  professional  schools. 

"Scholars'  College  students  have  also  had  an  impact 
on  other  students,  nationally  through  their  participation 
in  internships  and  summer  institutes  in  business,  the 
sciences,  and  the  arts  and  humanities,"  said  Cochran. 
"But  despite  the  individual  success  stories  in  the  business 
world  and  academia,  we  measure  our  impact  in  terms  of 
the  lives  we  have  touched.  The  College  exposes  our 
students  to  a  diversity  of  ideas  and  perspectives,  and 
assists  them  in  developing  an  independence  of  mind  and 
skills  in  critical  thinking  that  will  serve  them  throughout 
their  lives."000 
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Horton  is 
named  director  of 
Northwestern's  Office 
of  Alumni  Affairs 

When  Elise  James  decided  to 
retire  as  Northwestern 's  Direc- 
tor of  Alumni  Development  last  fall, 
the  first  thing  she  did  was  form  a  men- 
tal picture  of  the  person  who  she  felt 
could  best  lead  NSU  to  continued 
growth  with  its  alumni. 

"I  wanted  someone  who  really  loved 
the  place,  someone  who  would  encour- 
age the  alumni  to  come  back  and  if  pos- 
sible, I  wanted  someone  who  had 
graduated  from  Northwestern,"  said 
James. 

"I  was  so  pleased  that  the  univer- 
sity saw  in  Steve  what  I  saw,"  said 
James.  "I  feel  like  this  job  is  best  for  a 
young  person  because  it  is  full  of  travel 
and  meeting  people  and  getting  out 
into  various  communities.  Steve  fits 
that  bill  perfectly" 

While  James  has  spent  the  last 
three  months  enjoying  life  after  retire- 
ment, she  has  also  been  at  Horton's 
side  whenever  he  needed  her.  "Elise 
is  not  only  a  great  predecessor  she  is 
also  like  a  true  friend,"  said  Horton. 
"I  came  to  know  Elise  in  the  summer 
of  1986  when  the  Kappa  Sigma  Fra- 
ternity house  burned  and  we  had  to 
find  a  place  to  call  home."  It  turned 
out  to  be  the  Alumni  Center,  where  the 
fraternity  members,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Horton,  held  their  meetings, 
rush  parties  and  pledging  activities  for 
18  months. 

Actually,  their  paths  crossed  before 
that  time.  One  of  the  first  pieces  of 
advice  Horton's  parents  gave  him 
when  he  enrolled  at  NSU  in  1984  was 
"get  to  know  Elise  James."  Fortu- 
nately, he  took  their  advice. 

In  addition,  James  served  as  the 
academic  advisor  to  Horton's  then  girl- 
friend, and  now  wife,Emiljm  Matthews 
Horton. 

"Elise  has  always  been  an  inspira- 
tion to  me  and  so  many  others  on  this 
campus  for  so  many  years.  Now,  I  get 


to  try  to  fill  her  shoes  by  carrying  on 
the  great  work  she  did  here  at  the 
Alumni  Center,"  said  Horton.  "She  is  a 
tradition  in  this  state.  Elise  called  many 
of  the  alumni  directors  from  universi- 
ties in  the  state  on  their  first  day  on  the 
job  and  wished  them  well.  Those  same 
directors  called  me  and  did  the  same  for 
me.  Her  kindness  is  contagious." 

So  is  her  enthusiasm,  Horton  said. 
"I  got  started  immediately  contacting 
lost  alumni  and  organizing  alumni 
groups  that  had  trailed  off.  I  really 
want  to  reach  those  alumni  who,  for 
some  reason  or  another,  have  not  been 
active  with  us.  I  want  them  to  know 
that  whether  they  are  21  or  90  they 
share  the  same  bond  because  they 
graduated  from  the  same  institution." 

Horton  also  plans  to  share  the  same 
organizational  skills  that  his  predeces- 
sor possessed.  "I  have  been  going 
through  her  files,  which  are  so  orga- 
nized, and  I  recently  came  across  a  let- 
ter from  my  dad  that  she  had  saved. 
He  was  making  a  donation  to  the 
Alumni  Association  back  in  1985  and 
she  had  saved  every  bit  of  correspon- 
dence between  the  two  of  them." 

"I  did  not  throw  anything  away,  and 
I  would  recommend  the  same  to  Steve," 
said  James. 

James  says  she  has  also  shared 
other  pieces  of  advice  that  include  vis- 
iting with  other  alumni  directors  to 
learn  what  has  worked  well  for  them, 
reading  other  school's  alumni  maga- 
zines to  get  ideas  on  successful  activi- 
ties and  just  being  yourself. 

"It  is  a  people  person  job,  and  Steve 
fits  that  mold  perfectly,"  said  James. 

Horton's  advice  to  alumni  is  to  be 
willing  to  attend  functions  or  come 
back  to  campus  as  often  as  possible. 
"When  one  comes  then  many  times  a 
group  will  form  and  that  is  what  we 
want  and  need.  When  we  throw  a  party 
in  Sabine  Parish,  try  to  participate.  We 
want  to  service  every  single  alumni 
that  we  can.  That  is  my  No.  1.  goal. "000 


Horton,  a  1988  graduate,  is  a 
New  Iberia  native  and  has 
served  on  the  faculty  of  the  jour- 
nalism department  since  1989.  He 
received  his  bachelor's  degrees  in 
journalism  and  secondary  educa- 
tion from  Northwestern.  In  1990, 
he  received  his  master's  degree  in 
journalism  from  Louisiana  State 
University  in  Baton  Rouge,  and 
will  complete  his  Ph.D.  in  adult 
education  from  LSU  in  May. 

During  his  undergraduate  years 
at  NSU,  Horton  served  as  presi- 
dent of  Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity 
and  InterFraternity  Council.  He 
was  editor  of  the  campus  yearbook. 
The  Potpourri,  and  was  chosen  Mr. 
Northwestern  State  University  in 
1988. 

Among  his  professional  activi- 
ties and  memberships  include  serv- 
ing as  the  president  of 
Northwestern's  chapter  of  the 
honor  society  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi, 
vice-president  of  the  university's 
Phi  Delta  Kappa  chapter,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Association  for  Educa- 
tion in  Journalism  and  Mass  Com- 
munication, the  Council  for  the  Ad- 
vancement and  Support  of  Educa- 
tion and  the  College  Media  Advis- 
ers, Inc.  He  has  also  been  active 
in  the  Texas  Cooperative  Educa- 
tion Association,  the  Society  of  Pro- 
fessional Journalists  and  the  Pub- 
lic Relations  Society  of  America. 

A  fourth-generation  graduate  of 
Northwestern,  Horton  is  active  in 
other  campus  activities.  He 
chaired  one  of  the  university's  As- 
sessment Action  Team  committees, 
is  a  member  of  the  College  of  Lib- 
eral Arts  Advising  committee,  the 
Institutional  Effectiveness  com- 
mittee and  the  university's  Disci- 
plinary Appeals  committee. 

In  the  Natchitoches  community, 
Horton  is  as  a  member  of  the 
Natchitoches  Historic  District 
Commission,  is  on  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Natchitoches  Historic 
Foundation,  Friends  of  the 
Natchitoches  Parish  Courthouse 
Museum  and  the  Natchitoches/ 
Northwestern  Symphony  Society. 
He  is  also  a  former  board  member 
of  the  Natchitoches  Kiwanis  Club. 

Horton  is  married  to  the  former 
Emilyn  Matthews,  a  1987  and  1993 
graduate  of  Northwestern.  The 
couple  has  two  children,  Madeline 
Elizabeth,  age  3,  and  Mary 
Katherine,  age  1.000 
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obert  G.  Crew  has 
>been  named  execu- 
tive assistant  to  the 
president  at  Northwest-  Crew 

ern.  His  appointment 
has  been  approved  by  the  University  of 
Louisiana  System  Board  of  Trustees. 

Crew  earned  his  bachelor's  degree 
at  NSU  in  1965  and  his  Master's  of 
Education  at  Northwestern  in  1968.  A 
classroom  teacher  in  Caddo  and  St. 
Mary's  Parish  from  1965  until  1970, 
Crew  has  worked  in  the  Louisiana  State 
Department  of  Education  since  1970. 

As  executive  assistant  to  the  presi- 
dent, Crew  will  serve  on  the 
President's  Cabinet  and  assist  in  the 
management  of  operations  and  sup- 
port staff  in  the  Office  of  the  President. 
He  will  serve  as  the  president's  liai- 
son, research  policy  issues  and  carry 
out  other  duties  as  assigned. 

"I  have  a  high  regard  for  Robert 
and  his  abilities.  He  is  a  person  of 
honesty  and  integrity  who  has  exten- 
sive experience  working  with  people  in 
education,"  said  Northwestern  Presi- 
dent Dr.  Randall  J.  Webb.  "People  who 
know  him  well  give  him  high  marks  for 
his  accomplishments  at  the  state  level 
in  teacher  education  and  certification. 

Also,  he  loves  Northwestern  and 
will  strive  to  promote  the  university 
at  every  possible  opportunity." 

Since  1993,  Crew  has  been  director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Higher  Education, 
Teacher  Certification  and  Continuing 
Education.  In  1996,  he  served  as  act- 
ing assistant  superintendent  for  aca- 
demic programs.  He  has  also  held  the 
positions  of  acting  deputy  superinten- 
dent and  deputy  superintendent. 

Crew  served  on  numerous  evalua- 
tion teams  for  the  National  Council  for 
Accreditation  of  Teacher  Education 
and  the  Southern  Association  of  Col- 
leges and  Schools. 000 


Dr.  Dan  Seymour 
has  been 

named  acting  vice 
president  for  student 
affairs  at  Northwest- 
ern effective  Janu- 
ary 1, 1998.  Seymour 
replaces  Fred 

Fulton,  who  retired 
December  31,  1997 
after  11  years  at 
NSU.  Seymour's  ap- 
pointment is  through 
June  30,  1998.  Ac- 
cording to  NSU 
President  Dr.  Randall  J.  Webb,  the 
university  will  begin  a  national  search 
to  permanently  fill  the  position. 

Seymour  has  been  executive  direc- 
tor of  academic  and  student  services 
at  Northwestern  State  University's 
College  of  Nursing  in  Shreveport  since 
August  1996. 

"Dr.  Seymour  is  an  accomplished 
professional  in  his  field.  His  serving  in 
this  capacity  should  allow  us  to  con- 
tinue to  strengthen  the  Division  of  Stu- 
dent Affairs.  We  should  also  be  able  to 
improve  the  Division's  relationship 
with  our  graduate  program  in  student 
personnel,"  said  Webb.  "Dr.  Seymour 
has  worked  closely  with  Mr.  Fulton 
during  the  transition  phase". 

Seymour  earned  both  a  bachelor's 
and  master's  degree  at  NSU.  He  also 
did  post  graduate  study  in  education, 
psychology  and  counseling  and  guid- 
ance at  Northwestern.  Seymour  re- 
ceived a  doctorate  in  higher  education 
administration  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi. 

He  previously  worked  at  Northwest- 
ern for  16  years  as  a  coordinator/coun- 
selor in  the  Division  of  Continuing 
Education  from  1973  to  1978,  director 
of  high  school  relations  and  admissions 
from  1978  to  1983  and  director  of  the 
Center  for  Career  Planning,  Placement 
and  Counsehng  from  1983  to  1989. 

He  joined  the  staff  of  Centenary 
College  in  1989  as  dean  of  students  and 
a  lecturer  in  the  Graduate  Division  of 
Education.  Seymour  continued  as  a  lec- 
turer at  Centenary  after  moving  to 
Bossier  Parish  Community  College.  He 
has  also  taught  as  an  adjunct  profes- 


Pictured,  from  left  to  right  is  Dr.  Dan  Seymour,  acting 
vice  president  of  student  affairs  and  retired  vice  presi- 
dent of  student  affairs,  Fred  Fulton. 


sor  of  education  in  the  Department  of 
Educational  Leadership  at  Louisiana 
Tech  University. 

Seymour  is  married  to  Dr. 
Cathleen  Reed  Seymour.  They  have 
two  children. 000 


Bell 


Lillie  Bell  has 
been  named  regis- 
trar at  Northwestern. 
Her  appointment  has 
been  approved  by  the 
University  of  Louisiana 
Board  of  Trustees.  Bell  has  been  act- 
ing registrar  since  August  1996. 

In  that  position,  she  was  responsible 
for  supervision  and  organization  of  the 
Office  of  the  Registrar.  Her  duties  in- 
cluded overseeing  registration,  main- 
taining student  records  and  insuring 
the  accuracy  of  the  data  in  NSU's  Stu- 
dent Information  System. 

"Mrs.  Bell's  appointment  from  act- 
ing to  registrar  marks  the  appointment 
of  an  individual  who  gives  her  all  to 
Northwestern,"  said  Provost  and  Vice 
President  for  Academic  Affairs  Dr.  Tho- 
mas A.  Burns.  "In  my  tenure  at  NSU, 
I  would  rank  her  as  one  of  the  finest 
registrars  that  has  served  the  univer- 
sity. Her  compassion  for  students  and 
the  efficient  operation  of  the 
Registrar's  Office  makes  her  a  very 
valuable  asset  to  NSU. 

Bell  served  as  assistant  registrar 
from  1989  until  she  was  named  acting 
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registrar.  In  that  position,  she  directed 
and  coordinated  the  university's  fall 
and  spring  commencement  exercises, 
student  registration  and  evaluation  of 
transfer  credits.  Her  other  duties  in- 
cluded coordinating  and  preparing 
campus-wide  class  schedules,  assign- 
ment of  instructional  facilities,  man- 
agement of  the  processing  of  student 
records  and  personnel  management. 
She  also  was  responsible  for  the  prepa- 
ration of  enrollment  reports  as  well  as 
interpreting  and  implementing  aca- 
demic regulations  and  policies  for  stu- 
dents and  faculty. 

During  her  12  years  at  Northwest- 
ern, Bell  has  also  served  as  a  univer- 
sity admission/record  technician  and  a 
librarian  paraprofessional. 

She  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  pro- 
fessional organizations  including  Afri- 
can-Americans in  Louisiana  Higher 
Education  and  the  state,  regional  and 
national  chapters  of  the  Association  of 
Collegiate  Registrars  and  Admissions 
Officers.  Bell  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Sci- 
ence in  Accounting  at  NSU  and  is 
scheduled  to  receive  a  Master's  in  Stu- 
dent Personnel  Services  in  May. 000 
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A  weekly  e-mail  summary  of 
news  and  campus  events  at 
Northwestern  State  University  is 
available  from  the  NSU  News 
Bureau.  The  summary  will  be  e- 
mailed  to  subscribers  each 
Friday  and  will  contain 
university  news  from  the  past 
week,  information  on  upcoming 
events  and  the  latest  NSU  sports 
results. 

The  summary  is  available  at  no 
cost  to  Northwestern  students, 
faculty,  staff,  alumni,  supporters 
and  others  interested  in  the 
university.  To  subscribe,  send  an 
e-mail  message  to 
west@alpha.nsula.edu.000 
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McCorkle 


r.  James  L.  McCorkle,  Jr.  has  been  named  editor  of  South- 
ern Studies,  an  interdisciplinary  journal  published  at  NSU. 

McCorkle,  a  professor  of  history  at  NSU,  has  been  a  member 
of  Northwestern 's  faculty  since  1966.  He  received  his  doctorate 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

As  editor,  McCorkle  will  obtain  and  review  manuscripts  for  possible  publi- 
cation in  the  journal.  He  will  also  oversee  publication  and  distribution  of  South- 
ern Studies.  Manuscripts  are  submitted  by  scholars  in  different  fields.  McCorkle 
will  review  the  work  and  send  it  to  a  reviewer,  who  will  make  comments  and 
recommend  whether  the  manuscript  should  be  published  in  the  journal. 

"The  papers  submitted  deal  with  all  aspects  of  Southern  culture  including 
history,  politics,  literature,  art  and  just  about  any  other  area,"  said  McCorkle. 
"  A  broad  spectrum  is  covered." 

McCorkle  said  the  journal  brings  a  great  deal  of  prestige  to  Northwestern. 
The  journal  began  as  Louisiana  Studies  and  expanded  its  scope  to  include  the 
southern  region 

"Southern  Studies  is  in  almost  every  major  academic  library  in  the  United 
States  and  is  also  distributed  in  Europe,"  said  McCorkle.  "It  is  very  beneficial 
to  distribute  a  journal  published  at  Northwestern  so  widely." 

Most  of  the  articles  run  about  5,000  words  and  are  the  result  of  several 
months  or  years  of  research  and  writing  by  the  author.  The  journal  will  also 
include  book  reviews  on  Southern  culture  edited  by  Assistant  Professor  of  Ge- 
ography Dr.  Chris  Sutton. 

"It  has  been  a  great  deal  of  fun  to  get  started  and  begin  reading  over  the 
manuscripts,"  said  McCorkle.  "There  is  a  great  deal  of  impressive  research  on 
Southern  culture  done  by  scholars  around  the  country.  I  look  forward  to  bring- 
ing their  work  to  the  readers  of  Southern  Studies." 

Production  of  Southern  Studies  will  be  done  by  the  NSU  Press  under  the 
direction  of  Don  Sepulvado.  The  journal  will  be  published  quarterly.  McCorkle 
says  issues  focusing  on  specific  topics  are  planned. 000 


Work  is  scheduled  to 
resume  on  the  resto- 
ration project  at  the 
Women's  Gymasium  on 
campus.  The  $3.35  million 
project  was  halted  by  a  No- 
vember fire  that  damaged 
the  interior  of  the  building 
which  will  be  the  home  of 
the  National  Center  for 
Preservation  Technology 
and  Training.  At  the  time  of 
the  fire,  contractors  were 
two  months  into  a  project  to 

remove  asbestos  and  lead  from  the  building.  Engineers  examined  the  building 
and  determined  the  structure  was  sound  and  the  renovation  could  begin  again. 
The  cause  of  the  fire  has  not  been  determined,  but  local  fire  officials  said  there 
was  no  indication  of  arson.  The  Women's  Gymnasium  was  constructed  in  1923 
and  is  the  oldest  structure  on  the  Northwestern  campus.  It  was  closed  in  1970 
and  has  not  been  used  since  the  closure.  The  building  was  entered  into  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  in  1984.000 
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Louisiana  Scholars' 
College  biologist 
studies  diet-related 
brain  activity  and 
eating  behavior 


Our  brain  plays  a  major  role  in  de 
termining  when  we've  had 
enough  to  eat,  and  a  better  under- 
standing of  that  role  may  help  us  find 
viable  treatments  for  clinical  eating 
disorders  such  as  obesity,  bulimia  and 
anorexia  nervosa.  An  ongoing  research 
project  at  Northwestern  is  designed  to 
explain  some  of  the  ways  the  brain 
responds  to  signals  from  our  bodies 
and  controls  eating  behavior." 

Biologist  Dr.  Curt  Phifer  of  the 
Louisiana  Scholars'  College  at  NSU 
presented  his  research  findings  recently 
at  the  emnual  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
Neuroscience  held  in  New  Orleans.  The 
meeting  drew  25,000  university  faculty, 
physicians  and  industrial  scientists  fi-om 
around  the  world. 

Phifer's  presentation  included 
results  from  a  series  of  experiments 
completed  in  collaboration  with  other 
neuroscientists  at  the  Pennington 
Biomedical  Research  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge.  The  Pennington  Center  contains 
40  laboratories  and  approximately  400 
employees  working  on  nutrition, 
metabolism,  feeding  behavior  control 
and  related  concerns  such  as  heart 
disease  and  diet-related  cancers. 

The  project  Phifer  discussed 
involved  using  adult  laboratory  rats  as 
a  model  for  understanding  the  roles 
that  different  nutrients  have  on  brain 
activity  and  feeding  behavior.  More 
than  50  rats  received  surgically 
implanted  tubes  for  infusion  of 
nutrients  directly  into  their  intestines. 
Specific  brain  regions  were  also 
infused  with  marker  substances.  The 
rats  were  then  tested  for  behavioral 
responses  to  intestinal  infusions  of 
specific  carbohydrates,  fats  and 
proteins,  as  well  as  water  and  saline 
for  control  treatments.  After  the 
behavioral  experiments,  the  brains  of 
the  rats  were  analyzed  for  activation 
of  specific  regions  by  specific  nutrients. 

"The  results  of  the  analyses  indicate 
that  intestinal  infusions  containing 
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Dr.  Curt  Phifer 

the  same  number  of  calories  but 
different  nutrients  have  different 
effects  on  feeding  behavior  and  brain 
activation,"  said  Phifer.  "Rats  that 
received  infusions  of  fats  ate  30  percent 
less  than  rats  that  received  the  same 
calories  in  proteins,  and  90  percent  less 
than  rats  who  received  the  same 
calories  in  glucose.  Fat  infusions  also 
produced  greater  stimulation  of  nerve 
cells  that  are  believed  to  be  involved 
in  feeding-behavior  control." 

According  to  Phifer,  the  findings 
confirm  in  animal  studies  something 
that  was  suspected  in  humans  —  fats 
tend  to  curb  our  appetites  more  than 
other  foods.  The  study  also  reveals 
brain  regions  in  rats  that  are  at  least 
partially  responsible  for  the  effects. 
Phifer  and  students  in  the  Scholars' 
College  are  performing  additional 
analyses  on  the  rat  brains  to  determine 
other  brain  areas  and  chemical  signals 
that  may  be  involved  in  animal 
responses  to  nutrients  and  lead  to 
better  understanding  of  disorders  that 
affect  humans. 000 


Library  Notes 


Northwestern's  Watson  Library 
will  be  adding  more  than  600 
new  volumes  during  the  1997-98 
academic  year  due  to  an  appropriation 
from  NSU's  Student  Government 
Association. 

An  allocation  of  $25,000  from  a 
student  trust  fund  will  enable  the 
library  to  purchase  books  in 
specialized  topics.  The  books  will  give 
students  access  to  up  to  date  materials 
that  will  assist  them  as  they  conduct 
research  and  prepare  classroom 
assignments.  Funding  for  the  donation 
came  fi-om  a  student  assessment  which 
was  collected  over  a  four  year  period 


in  the  1980's.  Over  the  last  decade, 
approximately  $167,000  has 
accumulated  in  the  trust  fund. 

"Scholarly  books  are  more  expensive 
than  those  on  the  regular  book 
market,"  said  NSU  Director  of 
Libraries  Dr.  Ada  Jarred.  "There  is 
generally  a  small  market  for  scholarly 
books  and  much  more  research  goes 
into  the  books." 

According  to  Jarred,  the  average 
book  costs  $48.11,  and  the  cost  of  books 
is  rising  faster  than  the  rate  of 
inflation. 

"Receiving  this  allocation  from  the 
SGAhas  been  a  big  help  to  the  library," 
said  Jarred.  "Over  the  past  several 
years,  almost  all  of  our  funding  for 
acquisitions  has  gone  for  periodical 
subscriptions  because  it  is  so  important 
that  students  and  faculty  have  access  to 
the  latest  information  that  is  coming  in." 

Last  year,  the  Hbrary  had  $233,549 
available  for  capital  outlay  and  more 
than  $200,000  was  spent  on 
periodicals.  The  remainder  of  the 
funding  was  needed  to  acquire  books, 
materials  and  equipment  including 
computers  and  needed  support. 

Jarred  said  Watson  Library  was  also 
helped  by  an  allocation  of  $300,000 
fi-om  the  state  of  Louisiana  that  can  be 
used  for  academic  books  and 
equipment  which  can  include 
computers,  videotapes  and  compact 
disks. 

"The  money  from  the  state  is  for  use 
this  year  while  the  money  from  the 
trust  fund  does  not  have  to  be  used  this 
year,"  said  Jarred.  "That  gives  us  time 
to  assess  our  needs  and  spend  the  trust 
fund  money  wisely." 

Jarred  pointed  out  that  in  addition 
to  the  $25,000  donation,  the  SGA  set 
aside  a  $75,000  trust  fund  and  will 
allocate  interest  from  the  trust  fund  to 
the  library.  She  said  that  this 
appropriation  will  allow  the  gift  to  have 
a  positive  impact  on  NSU  students  and 
faculty  for  years  to  come. 000 
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The  Demon  athletic  program  begins  1998  with  a 
new  athletic  director,  baseball  and  soccer  coach 


Greg  Burke,  who  served  as  North- 
western State's  first-ever  athletic 
fundraiser  fi-om  1986-92,  was  named 
the  school's  athletic  director  by  Presi- 
dent Dr.  Randall  J.  Webb. 

Burke,  was  director  of  athletic  de- 
velopment and  market- 
ing at  the  University  of 
Akron  since  1992. 

"Greg  was  the  re- 
sounding choice  of  the 
Athletic  Council  among 
an  outstanding  group 
of  finalists  for  the  job,"  Burke 

said  Webb.  "His  vision, 
energy  and  leadership  abilities  were 
compelling  factors  in  the  decision.  We 
are  tremendously  excited  about  the 
future  of  Northwestern  athletics  with 
Greg  leading  our  department  into  the 
21st  century." 

During  his  six  years  at  Northwest- 
ern, Burke  served  as  the  assistant  ath- 
letic director  for  fundraising  and  the 
executive  director  of  the  Northwestern 
Athletic  Association.  He  was  also  ex- 
tensively involved  in  local  and  area 
civic  groups,  serving  as  vice  president 
of  the  Natchitoches  Jaycees  and  first 
vice-president  of  the  Natchitoches 
Kiwanis  Club. 

Burke  and  his  wife  Susan,  a 
Natchitoches  native  and  Northwestern 
graduate  in  education,  were  slated  to 
serve  as  co-chairs  of  the  annual 
Natchitoches  Christmas  Festival  when 
Burke  accepted  the  post  at  Akron  in 
1992. 

"Northwestern  could  not  hire  any- 
one that  would  provide  a  better  day's 
work  than  Greg.  He  will  be  a  leader  by 
example  for  a  young  athletic  staff,"  said 
retired  NSU  athletic  director  Tynes 
Hildebrand.  "He'll  give  everything  he's 
got  to  make  the  athletic  department 
and  Northwestern  a  success  and  he  will 
do  it  the  right  way.  He  is  that  type  per- 
son."000 


Cohen 


Highly-regarded  Missouri  assis- 
tant coach  John  Cohen,  who 
helped  lead  Mississippi  State  to  the 
1989  College  World  Series  as  an  All- 
Southeastern  Conference  outfielder,  is 
the  new  head  baseball  coach  at  North- 
western State. 

With  Northwestern  President  Dr. 
Randall  Webb  looking 
on,  athletic  director 
Greg  Burke  made  the 
announcement  on  the 
pitching  mound  at 
Brown-Stroud  Field 
during  an  afternoon 
press  conference. 

Cohen,  31,  replaces 
Dave  Van  Horn,  who  was  hired  Jan.  8 
as  the  new  head  coach  at  Nebraska. 
Van  Horn's  pitching  coach,  Rob 
Childress,  joined  him  at  Nebraska  a 
day  later. 

Cohen  has  been  on  the  Missouri 
baseball  staff  for  seven  years  since 
spending  two  seasons  playing  in  the 
Minnesota  Twins  minor  league  system. 
He  has  been  the  chief  assistant  coach 
for  the  past  three  years,  serving  as  hit- 
ting instructor  and  recruiting  coordi- 
nator and  developing  one  of  the  nation's 
most  prolific  offenses. 

In  1996,  the  Tigers  finished  second 
in  the  Big  12  Conference  and  played  in 
the  NCAA  Tournament  while  breaking 
nine  school  offensive  records,  part  of 
17  records  set  by  Cohen-coached  of- 
fenses. 

As  a  player  at  Mississippi  State  un- 
der legendary  coach  Ron  Polk,  Cohen 
helped  the  Bulldogs  win  two  SEC  titles 
and  reach  the  1989  World  Series.  He 
remains  ranked  in  State's  top  five  in 
several  career  and  single-season  hit- 
ting categories. 

Northwestern  received  more  than 
100  inquiries  and  over  70  applications 
for  the  head  coaching  post  from  a  wide 
range  of  coaches  from  all  levels  of  or- 
ganized baseball,  said  Burke. 000 


Watkins 


Pete  Watkins,  whose  recruiting 
helped  the  women's  soccer  pro- 
gram at  Stephen  F.  Aus- 
tin capture  the  first 
Southland  Conference 
regular  season  champi- 
onship last  fall,  has  been 
named  women's  soccer 
coach  at  Northwestern. 

Watkins  helped  re- 
cruit the  SFA  squad 
which  was  picked  to  win  the  inaugural 
Southland  Conference  women's  soccer 
title  last  fall.  The  Ladyjacks  claimed  the 
regular  season  crown  and  hosted  the 
conference  tournament,  which  was  won 
by  Northwestern. 

For  the  past  season,  Watkins  was 
head  coach  at  his  alma  mater, 
MacMurray  College  in  Jacksonville, 
111.,  where  he  also  served  as  an  assis- 
tant men's  coach  for  the  1995  season. 

Watkins  was  named  to  the  North- 
western post  by  athletic  director  Greg 
Burke,  who  cited  his  recruiting  ability 
and  technical  expertise  in  making  the 
selection. 

"Pete  emerged  from  a  field  of  over 
50  candidates  from  around  the  coun- 
try. His  contributions  to  developing  the 
program  at  Stephen  F.  Austin  were  sig- 
nificant, particularly  in  recruiting  the 
same  region  from  which  we  need  to 
attract  student-athletes,"  said  Burke. 
"He  knows  our  conference,  he  knows 
the  region  and  has  recruited  success- 
fully, and  he  is  an  excellent  teacher  and 
tactician." 

"It's  exciting  to  be  back  in  the 
Southland  Conference  and  to  take  over 
a  team  that  won  the  conference  tour- 
nament championship,"  said  Watkins. 
"We  want  to  build  on  that  experience 
and  attract  some  outstanding  competi- 
tors who  will  help  us  extend  that  kind 
of  success  throughout  the  1998  season 
and  for  years  to  come. 

The  new  Northwestern  coach  and 
his  wife,  Laura,  were  married  earlier 
this  year.OOO 
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ni4Cyht^^4^  Alumni  Band  Members! 

Over  the  past  year  Jeremy  Thomas  and  Ladell  Conley  have  been 
.-^^•^^     Mf^^K-   "^^-^  -        J-  working  to  form  the  Alumni  Band.  The  band  met  for  the  first 

m  ^^^J^fc^^^BIL^gi^  ^-JS    ^^^^  ill  many  years  at  the  homecoming  game  in  1997. 

'^         An  organizational  meeting  and  rehearsal  was  held  on  Saturday 

morning  before  the  Homecoming  Game.  Mr.  Richard  Whorton,  Class  of 
1975,  served  as  the  director  of  the  alumni  band  which  numbered  27 
performing  members.  The  alumni  band  performed  with  the  "  Spirit  of 
Northwestern"  at  the  end  of  the  half-time  show  and  played  several 
"stand  tunes"  during  the  game.  After  the  game,  the  Alumni  Association 
hosted  a  social  at  the  Alumni  Center  with  37  former  Demon  Band  Members  along  with  additional  friends  attending. 

This  was  a  great  start  in  forming  the  Alumni  Band,  but  this  is  only  the  beginning.  The  Alumni  Band  is  also 
accepting  any  donations  for  its  Alumni  Band  Scholarship  Fund.  If  anyone  who  was  a  member  of  the  marching  band  at 
NSU  would  like  to  have  more  information  about  the  Alumni  Band,  please  call  or  write  to:  Alumni  Band  • 
Northwestern  State  University  •  Creative  and  Performing  Arts  •  Natchitoches,  LA  71497«(318)  357-4522  000 
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If  you  live  in  an  area  where  you  believe  an  alumni  chapter  would  be  successful,  contact  us! 
We  will  do  anything  we  can  to  get  these  started  and  going! 

The  Office  of  Alumni  Affairs  is  also  planning  alumni  gatherings  for  the  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans, 
Lafayette,  Dallas  and  Houston  alumni  chapters  within  the  next  six  months.  Anyone  in  those  areas 
who  is  interested  in  helping  please  contact  us! 

Homecoming  1998  is  slated  for  Saturday,  October  31  against  Troy  State.  Plans  are  already  in  the 
works  for  the  annual  event.  Any  special  interest  groups  that  are  interested  in  having  a  reunion  during 
Homecoming  should  contact  oiu*  office  as  soon  as  possible  so  that  we  can  book  the  events  and  give  you 
any  assistance  you  need. 

The  Office  of  Alumni  Affairs  and  Office  of  Greek  Affairs  are  planning  for  an  ALL  GREEK  reunion  to  be 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Henderson  State  game  to  be  held  on  Saturday,  September  19  in 
Natchitoches.  Greeks,  put  this  date  on  your  calendar.  Your  Greek  chapter  and  our  office  will  be 
contacting  you  with  more  information  in  the  next  few  months. 

Members  of  the  1948  graduating  class  of  Northwestern  State  College  will  be  honored  as  "Golden 
Jubilee  Alumni:  as  part  of  the  spring  1998  commencement  exercises  to  be  held  on  Friday,  May  9. 
Activities  for  the  jubilee  include  a  luncheon,  campus  and  city  tour,  and  awarding  of  the  50-year 
diploma  by  the  university.  Information  concerning  registration  and  events  will  be  coming  in  late 
March.  If  you  graduated  in  1948  and  do  not  receive  any  information  by  March  31,  please  call  our 
office. 


^he  Natchitoches  Alumnae  Chapter  of  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma  Sorority,  in  observance 
of  the  national  organizations  Centennial  Anniversary,  will  host  a  Founders  Day 
Celebration  in  conjunction  with  the  Alpha  Zeta  Chapter  at  Northwestern  State  Univer- 
sity on  Sunday,  April  26  at  12:00  p.m.  in  the  NSU  Student  Union  Ballroom. 

All  alumnae  of  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma  are  encouraged  to  share  in  the  event  which  will 
honor  the  eight  founders  of  the  national  organization.  The  charter  members  of  NSU's 
Sigma  chapter  will  also  be  recognized  on  that  day. 
The  Alpha  Zeta  Chapter  was  founded  at  Louisiana  State  Normal  College  in  1928  and  is  the  oldest  National 
Panhellenic  Conference  Sorority  on  the  Northwestern  campus. 

For  more  information  about  the  Centennial  Celebration  and  the  activities  of  the  Natchitoches  Alumnae 
Chapter  contact  Alumnae  Chapter  President  Reatha  Cox  at  (318)  352-1701. 
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Since  graduating  from 
Northwestern  in  1975, 
Judge  Kathy  Johnson  has 
made  history  for  becoming  the  first 
female  assistant  district  attorney  in 
Catahoula  Parish  and  the  first 
attorney  elected  Clerk  of  Court  in 
the  same  parish.  In  1996,  she  went 
in  the  record  books  for  being 
elected  by  an  82  percent  vote  as  the 
first  female  judge  in  the  7th  Judi- 
cial District  which  covers 
Catahoula  and  Concordia  Parishes. 
Johnson  was  raised  in  the  small 
farming  community  of  Walters, 
Louisiana,  near  Jonesville. 

After  graduating  from  Block 
High  School  in  1971,  she  enrolled 
at  Northwestern.  "I  chose  NSU 
because  I  had  attended  several 
cheerleading  camps  there  each 
summer  and  loved  the  campus,  the 
staff  and  the  college  students  I  met." 

Reflecting  on  her  time  as  an 
undergraduate,  Johnson  recalls 
several  people  who  made  a  distinct 
impression  on  her.  "Dr.  William 
Poe,  who  taught  in  the  Social 
Science  Department,  and  Dr 
Hiram  Gregory,  who  taught  anthro- 
pology, had  a  profound  impact  on 
my  life.  I  will  always  remember  the 
time  not  just  these  two  professors 
but  many  of  them  spent  after  class 
with  their  students  and  the  genu- 
ine concern  they  had  for  each 
student." 


"Socially,  I  enjoyed  the  football 
games  and  the  concerts  in  the 
coliseum.  The  Christmas  Festival 
was  always  fun  and  especially  if 
you  took  part  in  all  of  the  activities 
associated  with  it." 
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Department,  and 
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Once  Johnson  graduated  from 
NSU,  she  enrolled  in  law  school  at 
Louisiana  State  University  where 
she  received  her  degree  in  1978. 
She  began  her  law  career  in  Jena 
and  from  there  moved  to  Jonesville 
to  practice  law.  In  1985,  she  re- 
turned to  Jena  to  practice  law  with 
Lloyd  Hennigan,  Reed  Walter  and 
Walter  Darrah  until  1987.  Johnson 
served  as  the  assistant  district 
attorney  from  November  to  June, 
1987.  She  took  office  as  Clerk  of 


Court  in  July  1988  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  March  of  1996. 
One  year  later,  she  took  office  as 
the  district  judge. 

Johnson  has  prosecuted  non- 
support  and  juvenile  cases  as  a 
special  prosecutor  in  LaSalle 
Parish.  She  has  served  as  the 
contract  attorney  for  the  Office  of 
Family  Services  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Human  Re- 
sources in  LaSalle  and  Catahoula 
Parishes.  In  addition,  she  has  had 
an  extensive  family  law  practice. 

She  says  she  enjoys  her  work  as 
a  judge  immensely.  "I  feel  that  in 
juvenile  matters  I  can  help  put  a 
juvenile  on  the  right  track  before 
he  or  she  becomes  an  adult  of- 
fender Each  day  brings  the  court  a 
new  issue  so  the  life  of  a  sitting 
judge  is  never  boring.  I  hope  I  will 
always  be  viewed  as  a  fair  and 
compassionate  judge." 

Johnson  is  an  active  member 
and  past  president  of  the  Jonesville 
Lions  Club.  She  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Harrisonburg  Rotary  Club, 
the  Jonesville  Woman's  Club, 
Jubilee  Club  and  the  Junior  Guild. 
She  was  selected  Woman  of  the 
Year  by  the  Jonesville  Jubilee  Club. 

Johnson  is  married  to  Tommy 
Barton,  who  is  employed  with  the 
Louisiana  State  Department  of 
Probation  and  Parole  and  the 
couple  has  two  children,  Jarrett, 
age  14  and  Lauren,  age  12.  000 
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Kathryn  Bienvenu  can 
experience  the  wonderful 
world  of  Disney  each  and 
every  day  just  by  going  to  work. 
The  1992  Northwestern  graduate 
is  employed  as  a  marketing  coordi- 
nator with  the  entertainment 
giant's  newest  vacation  concept, 
the  Disney  Institute. 

The  vacation  destination  em- 
braces discovery  and  relaxation 
through  several  hands-on  pro- 
grams in  culinary  arts,  animation, 
gardening,  television  and  film 
production  and  the  great  outdoors. 
Programs  designed  for  youth  are 
also  offered.  Featuring  a  state  of 
the  art  performance  center,  sports 
fitness  center  and  spa,  the  insti- 
tute encourages  trying  new  things, 
refining  the  individual's  creative 
skills  and  rejuvenating  the  mind 
and  body. 

"The  greatest  thing  about 
Disney  is  the  diversity  of  the 
business,"  said  Bienvenu.  "From 
theme  parks  to  resorts  to  sports  to 
broadcasting  to  movies,  Disney  has 
it.  Because  it  is  a  diverse  company, 
there  is  great  opportunity  to  move 
around  and  get  exposure  to  many 
areas  and  even  have  several 
careers  all  within  the  same  com- 
pany. In  most  cases,  you  would 
have  to  leave  your  company  to  gain 
all  of  that." 

Bienvenu  attributes  so  much  of 
what  she  has  accomplished  at 
Disney  to  the  skills,  life-lessons 
and  knowledge  she  gained  at 
Northwestern.  "Interacting  with 
different  people  gave  me  the 
flexibility  and  ability  to  under- 


The  faculty  and 
student  body's 
outgoing  and  wel- 
coming personality 
made  it  so  easy  to 
become  or  feel  like 
you  had  become  an 
integral  part  of  the 
university. 
— Kathryn  Bienvenu 


stand  others  which  is  what  I  feel 
you  need  when  working  in  a  com- 
pany with  52,000  people.  I  picked 
up  public  speaking  skills  through 
speech  classes,  business  class 
presentations  and  from  the  organi- 
zations I  joined.  The  ability  to 
speak  in  front  of  all  sizes  of  groups 
has  been  extremely  helpful  for  me." 

The  Natchitoches  native  never 
intended  on  graduating  from 
Northwestern  like  five  of  her 
brothers  and  sisters  had.  "I  really 
thought  I  would  go  one  year,  save 
money  and  then  transfer.  But, 
during  the  first  year,  I  quickly 
became  immersed  in  the  various 
school  activities,  the  curriculum 
and  the  spirit  that  is  Northwestern 
Demon  pride.  The  faculty  and 
student  body's  outgoing  and  wel- 
coming personality  made  it  so  easy 
to  become  or  feel  like  you  had 
become  an  integral  part  of  the 
university.  Bienvenu  says  at  the 
end  of  her  first  year,  she  had  made 
friendships  that  she  knew  would 
last  a  lifetime  and  was  too  involved 
in  school  to  think  about  leaving. 


"I  am  glad  that  I  went  to  NSU," 
said  Bienvenu.  "I  have  benefited 
greatly  as  a  person  from  my  experi- 
ences there.  I  was  able  to  develop 
leadership  and  organizational  skills 
and  responsibility  which  are  all 
three  necessary  for  any  job  you  do. 
I  don't  know  that  those  opportuni- 
ties would  have  been  as  easily 
afforded  at  other  universities." 

While  at  NSU,  Bienvenu  served 
as  the  secretary  and  president  of 
Sigma  Sigma  Sigma  National 
Fraternity  secretary  and  president  of 
Alpha  Mu  Gamma,  a  member  of  the 
Student  Activities  Board  and  held  a 
job  at  the  Intramural  Building. 

The  Business  Administration 
major  says  of  all  the  professors  who 
touched  her  life,  two  especially 
promoted  excellence  in  their 
students.  "I  still  seek  advice  on 
occasion  from  Srivatsan 
Ramachandran  and  Dr.  Subhash 
Durlabhji.  Professor 
Ramachandran  had  a  passion  for 
marketing  that  was  reflected  in  his 
teaching  and  it  is  what  sparked  my 
interest  in  the  field.  His  teaching 
style  coupled  with  his  sincere 
concern  for  his  students  enhanced 
my  learning.  Looking  back,  I 
appreciate  the  high  standards  he 
set  and  his  straightforward  feed- 
back. I  may  not  have  at  the  time, 
but  I  do  now." 

"Dr.  Durlabhji  was  the  best 
advisor.  My  entire  college  career,  I 
never  made  decisions  about  courses 
to  take  without  consulting  him.  He 
played  a  big  role  in  my  escalating 
interest  in  international  business. 
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Now  I  work  for  a  mega  international 
company.  Both  of  these  professors 
promoted  excellence  and  that  is  the 
cornerstone  of  Disney's  success.  They 
also  placed  emphasis  on  the  future 
and  have  a  genuine  interest  in  seeing 
each  of  their  students  succeed  in  the 
business  world." 

She  was  recently  awarded  Disney's 
"Partners  in  Excellence"  Award, 
which  is  an  annual  award  granted  to 
the  top  three  percent  of  Disney's 
52,000  employees.  The  honor  is 


based  on  how  job  performance 
impacts  guest  satisfaction,  opera- 
tional/financial goals  and  team 
member  effectiveness.  Recipients  are 
selected  by  their  peers  and  superiors. 

Kathryn  has  five  alumnae  sib- 
lings, Joe,  Germain,  Rowena,  Lauren 
and  Russell.  Her  youngest  brother, 
Richard,  attended  Northwestern  but 
graduated  from  Northeast  Louisiana 
University's  School  of  Pharmacy.  Her 


father.  Dr.  Milliard  Bienvenu  is  a 
Professor  Emeritus  at  NSU  and 
retired  after  having  served  as  head  of 
the  sociology  and  social  work  depart- 
ment, head  of  NSU's  counseling 
center  and  a  professor  for  18  years. 
Since  retirement.  Dr.  Bienvenu  and 
his  wife,  Rowena,  have  owned  and 
operated  a  private  counseling  prac- 
tice, Northwest  Counseling. 

Bienvenu's  future  plans  include 
pursuing  a  marketing  career  with 
Disney. 


1920's 

'25  Marie  Toups  is  a  retired  teacher/ 

principal.  She  lives  in  Lockport,  LA. 

1940's 

'41  Christina  Lea  Chicola  is  a  retired 

registered  nurse.  She  lives  in  Alexandria, 

LA. 

'44  Frances  Gibson  Enevoldsen  is  a 

retired  principal  living  in  Lincoln,  NE.  She 
has  two  children. 

'45  Rose  Marie  McMullan  Mayeux 

lives  in  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  She  has  five 
children  and  nine  grandchildren. 

1950's 

'55  Mary  Shipp  Lindsey  is  a  retired 

public  health  nurse.  She  and  her  husband 
live  in  Cotton  Valley,  LA.  They  have  three 
children. 

'56  Brentley  Farquhar  is  employed 

with  Federal  Civil  Service  in  Ft.  Polk,  LA. 
He  and  his  wife  live  in  DeRidder,  LA.  They 
have  one  child. 

1960's 

'61  Dr.  Bill  Robinson  is  an  orthodon- 

tist. He  and  his  wife  live  in  Sherman,  TX. 
They  have  two  children. 

'61  Dr  Maurice  (Marty)  Cooley 

Driggers  is  the  curriculum  coordinator/ 
instructor  for  South  Texas  Vocational 
Technical.  She  and  her  husband  live  in 
Brownsville,  TX. 

'63  Doris  Jones  Copeland  works  for 

the  Louisiana  Division  of  Administration  as 
a  state  loss  prevention  manager  She  is 
married  and  lives  in  Breaux  Bridge,  LA. 
They  have  three  children. 

'63  Herb  Roach  was  a  principal  in 

New  Orleans  and  retired  in  1989.   He  and 
his  wife  live  in  Greensboro,  NC.  They  have 
two  children. 


'64  Albert  (Benjie)  Frederick  Jr.  is  a 

teacher  at  Delcambre  High  School.  He  and 
his  wife  live  in  Abbeville,  LA.  They  have  six 
children. 

'64  Les  Szabo  is  the  director  of  crude 

oil  marketing  for  CNG  Producing  Company 
in  Houston.  He  and  his  wife  live  in  Spring, 
TX.  They  have  one  child. 

'65  Johnnie  Ross  McKinney  is  a  music 

teacher  with  the  Richardson  Independent 
School  District  in  Dallas.  She  and  her 
husband  live  in  Garland,  TX.  They  have 
three  children. 

'67  Shirley  Martin  May  is  a  retired 

assistant  principal  from  Ascension  Parish. 
She  and  her  husband  live  in  Prairieville,  LA. 

'68  Robert  Mock  married  Sharon 

Monk  Mock  (class  of '68).  He,  after  30  years 
with  Bell  South,  and  Sharon,  with  25  years 
of  teaching,  plan  to  retire  this  spring  and 
move  from  Bossier  City  to  LaCamp,  LA. 
They  have  three  children. 

'69  Julia  Brumley  Woodward  is  an 

elementary  school  counselor  for  St.  Charles 
Parish  School  Board.  She  and  her  husband 
live  in  Hahnville,  LA.  They  have  two 
children. 

1970's 

'70  Dr.  John  Burgin  married  Susan 

Vidrine  Burgin  (class  of '72).  Susan  is  a 
registered  nurse  in  the  radiation  therapy 
department  of  Lafayette  General  Hospital. 
Dr.  Burgin  is  a  general  dentist  and  has  a 
practice  in  Crowley,  LA.  They  have  four 
children.  One  is  currently  attending  NSU. 

'72  Wanda  Chicola  Ozier  is  an 

executive  director  at  Hope  House  in 
Alexandria,  LA.  She  is  married  and  lives  in 
Pineville,  LA.  They  have  three  children. 


'75  D.  Scott  Landry  is  an  investment 

representative  for  Edward  Jones  Invest- 
ments. He  is  married  and  lives  in  Baton 
Rouge,  LA.  They  have  one  child. 

'77  Jo  Dison  Honeycutt  is  a  teacher 

for  Red  River  Parish  School  Board  and  lives 
in  Natchitoches,  LA.  She  has  three 
children. 

1980's 

'81  Donna  Elliott  Hunt  is  a  Major  in 

the  US  Army  Nurse  Corp  stationed  at 
Brooke  Army  Medical  Center.     She  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  They  live  in 
Converse,  TX. 

'83  Donna  Pounder  LeBlanc  is 

manager  of  the  Martin  branch  of  Rapides 
Parish  Library.  She  lives  in  Pineville,  LA. 

'83  Margueritte  Crawford  Wastlund  is 

a  secretary  for  Ballard's  Inc.  She  is  married 
and  has  two  girls.  They  live  in  East  Point, 
LA. 

'84  L.  Hope  Hardin  Zbylicki  received 

her  MBA  in  '86.  She  is  an  account  under- 
writer-team leader  for  St.  Paul  Insurance 
Companies.  She  is  married  and  has  one 
child.  They  live  in  Woodbury,  MN. 

'85  J.  Craig  Poleman  is  a  regional 

operations  manager  for  Educaid  in  Austin, 
TX.  He  married  Bridget  Bella  Poleman,  a 
former  counselor  in  Career  Planning  and 
Placement  at  NSU.  They  have  one  child. 

'89  Brian  Prucey  is  pastor  of  Linwood 

Baptist  Church.  He  is  married  and  lives  in 
Shreveport,  LA. 

'89  Kenna  Kotarski  Martinez  is  a 

clinical  research  associate  at  LSU  Medical 
Center  in  Shreveport,  LA  where  she  and  her 
husband  live. 
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1990's 

'91  Carla  Danos  is  a  registered  nurse 

at  St.  Francis  Medical  Center  in  Monroe, 
LA.  She  lives  in  West  Monroe. 

'91  Chena  Williams  lives  in  Shreve- 

port,  LA.  She  is  a  claims  processor  for  Blue 
Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of  Texas  in  Marshall. 

'91  Christopher  Lanoue  is  a  state 

trooper  with  the  LA  State  Police  in  Baton 
Rouge.  He  and  his  wife  live  in  Jackson,  LA. 
They  have  one  child. 

'91  Marcia  Adams  Heard  is  a  film 

room  supervisor  at  Dekalb  Medical  Center 
in  Decatur.  She  lives  in  Clarkston,  GA  and 
has  two  children. 

'92  Amanda  Ridley  LaComb  married 

Roland  LaComb  (class  of '93).  She  is  a 
physician  at  LSU/University  Medical  Center 
in  Lafayette,  LA.  Roland  is  a  teacher  and 
basketball  coach.  They  live  in  Crowley,  LA 
and  have  one  child. 

'92  Carletta  Anthony  Jones  married 

Horace  Jones  (attended  NSU).  She  is  a  fifth 
grade  teacher  at  Provencal  Elementary/Jr. 
High.  They  live  in  Natchitoches,  LA  and 
have  one  child. 

'92  Nancy  Beth  Daye  Vogler  is  a  gifted 

education  teacher  with  Bossier  Parish 
School  Board.  She  is  married  and  lives  in 
Shreveport,  LA. 

'92  Phoebe  Mallard  Taylor  lives  in 

Natchitoches,  LA.  She  is  the  business 
manager  at  Winn  Correctional  Center  in 
Winnfield.  She  is  married  and  has  three 
children. 

'93  Barry  LaMonda  Jr.  lives  in  Chico, 

CA  and  has  two  children.  He  is  a  self- 
employed  author/illustrator. 

'93  Elizabeth  Keasler  Dierksmeier  is 

the  vice  president/branch  manager  for  Heart 
O'Texas  Federal  Credit  Union  in  Killeen, 
TX.  She  and  her  husband  live  in  Harker 
Heights,  TX  and  have  three  children. 

'93  Laurie  Metoyer  received  her  BS  in 

radiologic  technology  from  NSU  in  '97.  She 
is  a  radiologic  technologist  at  Our  Lady  of 
the  Lake  Regional  Medical  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge,  LA. 

'93  Richard  Zulick  lives  in  Dallas,  TX. 

He  is  an  assistant  vice  president  at  Nations 
Bank  Capital  Markets. 

'94  Anna  Sepulvado  is  a  ward  clerk/ 

central  supply  coordinator  at  IHS  of  Many 
South.  She  lives  in  Many,  LA. 

'94  E.  A.  (Tony)  Beaubouef  is  teacher 

and  head  basketball  coach  at  Berwick  High 
School.  He  and  his  wife  live  in  Berwick,  LA. 
They  have  one  child. 

'94       Laurie  Coco  is  account  manager  at 
Avoyelles  Hospital.  She  lives  in  Marksville, 
LA. 

'94  Michael  Thom  lives  in  New 

Orleans,  LA.  He  is  coordinator  of  schedules 
at  Tulane  University  Registrar's  office. 


'94  Shane  Miller  married  Reba  Tipton 

Miller  (class  of '94).  Shane  is  a  corporate 
pilot  for  Wal-Mart  Aviation  and  Reba  is  the 
social  services/activities  director  for 
Heritage  Park  Nursing  Center.  They  live  in 
Rogers,  AR. 

'94  Thomas  Giddens  married  April 

Jessup  Giddens  (class  of '96).  He  is 
assistant  vice  president/commercial  lender 
at  Peoples  State  Bank  in  Natchitoches,  LA. 
They  live  in  Many,  LA. 

'95  Bonnye  Busbice  is  employed  at 

Jackson  Co.  Bank.  She  lives  in  Seymour,  IN. 

'95  Eve  Cox  King  is  a  first  grade 

teacher  at  St.  Mary's  School  in  Natchitoches, 
LA.  She  is  married  and  has  one  child. 

'95  Frances  Gadd  Adams  is  a  charge 

nurse  at  Sabine  Medical  Center  in  Many, 
LA.  She  is  married  and  has  three  children. 

'95  Jerry  MuUins  is  currently  living  in 

Richmond,  VA  where  he  attends  graduate 
school  at  Virginia  Commonwealth  Univer- 
sity. He  plans  to  graduate  in  2000  with  a 
MFA  in  acting. 

'95  Maxwell  Desselle  is  supervisor  of 

child  welfare  and  attendance  for  Avoyelles 
Parish  School  Board.  He  is  married  and  has 
three  children.  They  live  in  Marksville,  LA. 

'95  Nicole  Solari  Howard  married 

Chris  Howard  (class  of '95).  She  is  a 
property  accountant  for  Dimension  Develop- 
ment Company,  Inc.  They  live  in 
Natchitoches,  LA. 

'96  Bryan  Box  married  Holly  Smith 

Box  (class  of '97).  He  is  a  consumer 
relationship  manager  for  Chase  Bank  in 
Houston.  Holly  is  a  senior  graphic  artist  for 
Champion's  Printing  and  Publishing  Co. 
They  live  in  Spring,  TX. 

'96  Cheree  Kay  Atkins  married  Roger 

Atkins  (spring  of '98).  She  is  a  third  grade 
teacher  at  Pickering  Elementary  and  a  high 
school  cheerleading  coach.  They  live  in 
Newllano,  LA. 

'96  Christopher  Stewart  is  a  helicop- 

ter pilot  in  the  US  Army  stationed  at  Ft. 
Rucker,  AL.  He  and  his  wife  have  two 
children. 

'96  Shenika  Baisley  is  an  exercise 

physiologist  at  Willis  Knighton  Bossier 
Wellness  Center.  She  lives  in  Shreveport, 
LA  and  has  one  son. 

'97  Akiko  Kinoshita  is  a  cross-cultural 

program  coordinator  at  Eastside  Family 
YMCAin  Bellevue,  WA. 

'97  Christopher  Howell  is  a  teacher 

for  Caddo  Parish  School  Board  in  Shreve- 
port, LA.  He  is  married  and  has  one  child. 

'97  Kathy  Lofton  Cason  is  a  fourth 

grade  teacher  at  Coushatta  Elementary. 
She  lives  in  Campti,  LA  and  has  two 
children. 

'97  Rouchelle  Gage  is  a  veterinary 

technician  at  LSU-School  of  Veterinary 
Medicine  in  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 


Deceased 

'22  Walter  H.  Bishop,  Opelousas,  LA, 

January  1997. 

'25  Ms.  L.  S.  Gravelle,  Winnsboro,  LA, 

August  1997. 

'27  Belizaire  J.  Bordelon,  Kaplan,  LA, 

September  9,  1997. 

'27  Josephine  Boudreaux,  Patterson, 

LA,  July  3,  1997. 

'28  Audrey  Ann  Houston  Sigler, 

Elizabeth,  LA,  March  10,  1997. 

'30  Hazel  Guillory,  Hessmer,  LA,  June 

20,  1996. 

'30  Katie  Mae  Moore  Zoll,  Monroe, 

LA,  November  4,  1997. 

'39  Ben  Rushing,  Baton  Rouge,  LA, 

August  10,  1997. 

'48  Dr.  Wiley  Gordon  Bennett  Jr., 

Natchitoches,  LA,  January  27,  1997. 

'49  Margie  Plunket  DeLoach, 

Shreveport,  LA,  September  28, 1997. 

'53  Elizabeth  G.  Allen,  Lufkin,  TX, 

December  1,  1997. 

'56  Hubert  L.  Triplet  Jr.,  Pineville, 

LA,  September  26,  1995. 

Jeanette  Law  Defatta,  Shreveport, 
LA,  1995. 

Two  of  NSU's  most  prominent  alum- 
nae, Mrs.  Thelma  Kyser  and  Dr. 
Murphy  Rogers  passed  away  recently. 
Mrs.  Kyser  was  99  and  Dr.  Rogers  was  100. 

A  1922  graduate  of  State  Normal  Col- 
lege, Mrs.  Kyser  served  on  the  college's 
faculty  for  18  years.  She  was  instrumen- 
tal in  getting  an  academic  major  in  physi- 
cal education  for  women.  Established  in 
1930,  it  was  the  first  curriculum  in  physi- 
cal education  for  women  in  any  state  col- 
lege in  Louisiana.  She  was  the  wife  of 
John  S.  Kyser,  who  was  Northwestern's 
president  from  1954  until  1966. 

Dr.  Rogers  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  modern  education  in 
Louisiana.  He  received  a  two  year  degree 
from  Northwestern  in  1920  and  became 
a  principal.  Dr.  Rogers  earned  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  1924  from  Colum- 
bia University  by  attending  summer 
school  and  getting  leaves  of  absence.  He 
later  earned  a  master's  and  doctorate 
degree  from  Columbia. 

In  1937,  Dr.  Rogers  returned  to  North- 
western as  a  dean  before  moving  to  LSU 
in  1940  as  director  of  LSU's  teacher  train- 
ing program.  During  World  War  II,  he 
served  as  an  instructor  and  a  lieutenant 
commander  in  the  U.S.  Navy.  He  retired 
as  a  teacher  in  1946  and  returned  to  his 
family  farm  in  Grand  Cane  in  DeSoto 
Parish.  He  received  an  honorary  doctor- 
ate from  NSU  in  1988  and  was  inducted 
into  the  Long  Purple  Line  in  1991.000 
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This  time  of  the  year  the 
flowers  are  in  bloom, 
and  the  azaleas  surround- 
ing Northwestern's  Alumni 
Center,  known  to  some  as 
the  Old  President's  Cottage, 
are  beautiful. 

We  are  including  a  picture 
of  the  center  so  that  our 
Alumni  can  enjoy  the 
beauty  of  their  campus  once 
again. 

The  summer  edition  of  the 
Columns  will  feature  a  story 
about  upcoming  renovations 
to  the  Alumni  Center. 
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